
The St Vincent de Paul Society is 
an international, voluntary,

Catholic organisation dedicated to 
tackling poverty and

disadvantage by providing 
assistance to anyone in need.



We provide a hand up rather than a hand out



Northern Diocese Operations
8 Program Areas:
•Retail & Distribution (Vinnies
Shops)

•Food Division
•Housing
•Child & Family Programs
•Homeless Support
•Compeer / Mental Health
•Give a Child a Chance
•Disaster Relief



People we assisted 
in 2012-2013



Works of our Conferences in Providing a Hand Up 
in 2012-2013



North Coast Sunshine
Coast

Wide Bay
Burnett

TOTAL

17‐24 Years

0‐16 Years

1 Jan 2012 ‐ 31 Dec 2012

North Coast
Sunshine 
Coast Wide Bay Burnett

0‐16 Years 6406 7893 2063

17‐24 Years 1499 2241 675

TOTAL  14713 17746 6242

1 Jan 2011 ‐ 31 Dec 2011

North Coast
Sunshine 
Coast Wide Bay Burnett

0‐16 Years 5281 6300 1018

17‐24 Years 1345 1989 550

TOTAL  12306 16086 5718
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In the last twelve months the Northern Diocese Homelessness Support Program 
had 240 support periods opened

 61% male
 39% female
 14% Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
 68% had been homeless in the past month
 71% homeless in the past year.

In the week before interview 75 people had been sleeping in a tent, a car or on the 
street/park.

65% of people assisted are on Newstart or Disability Allowances.

20% of people assisted had at least one child.

At the close of their support period, 33% of people had been assisted into tenancies 
in units/houses/caravan parks/transitional housing/community 
housing/social housing.
23 unknown due to loss of contact.







What the literature tells us very clearly is that 
work remains an important source of identity, 
meaning and social affiliation (Work Employment 
& Society March 2009 vol. 23 no. 1 p. 84-101).

The economic costs of unemployment or 
underemployment, as demonstrated throughout 
the day,  are manifest in the cost burden the 
Social and Health consequences impose on our 
community, as well as the loss of young people 
from the Region as they search for work 
elsewhere.



Way Forward:
• Future Leaders (SCYP)
• Young Women’s Strategy  (SCYP)
• Youth Forum (SCYP)
• Buddies Programs (SVDP)
• Drink Safe (SCYP)
• Y Youth Paper (SCYP)
• Raw Sounds -Youth Stage at Caloundra 

Music Festival (SCYP)


