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Global Trend in Youth 
Unemployment
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Australia and the OECD

Australia: Current rate of youth unemployment
• 15‐19 year olds – 17.1 % (compared to 5.7% for total population)
• 15‐19 year olds represent 20% of total unemployed population
• 27% of young people overall aged 17‐24 are not in work or study
• 41% of disadvantaged young people not in work or study

Source: ABS Oct 2013 & COAG 2013

AU
ST
RA

LI
A



Attitudes of Australian Employers

Reasons for NOT employing young 
people

Motivators FOR employing 
young people

Lack of relevant qualification 
(28%)

Positive attitude / willingness to 
learn (60%)

Unreliability (26%) Committed to their work (22%)

Lack of drivers’ licence or vehicle 
(26%)

Hold the right qualification (14%)

Lack of specific job experience 
(22%)

Reliability (14%)

Source: Mission Australia 2013
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